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UM NEWS PROGRAMS EARN NATIONAL BEA AWARDS 
MISSOULA—
Projects by University of Montana radio-television students and Associate Professor 
Ray Ekness were chosen as best in the nation at the Broadcast Education Association 
conference held in April in Las Vegas.
Ekness, chair of UM’s Department of Radio-Television, took top honors in the faculty 
television news competition for his work “Cowboy Poet,” a profile of Great Falls resident 
Paul Zarzyski that was produced as part of the Montana Arts Council’s Governor’s Arts 
Awards.
At the conference, the BEA honored the best in radio and television news produced by 
students at universities around the country.
Eli Bierwag of Missoula and Kevin Farmer of Great Falls took top honors in the 
television sports reporting category with a story on UM ’s lacrosse team. A judge in the 
competition noted that their work “is an example o f taking a story nobody would normally care 
about and making it a creative, visual experience that brings you closer to the game.”
UM students also were selected as finalists in several categories of the News Division: 
Stan Pillman of Chicago and Andy Atkins of White Sulphur Springs for television hard
-more-
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news; Tiffany Toepper of McHenry, 111., and Trent Gary of Hayden Lake, Idaho, for 
television feature reporting; K’Lynn Sloan of Havre for radio hard news; and Emilie Ritter of 
Missoula for radio features.
Producers of The Footbridge Forum, which airs on UM ’s KBGA radio station, won 
first place in the student audio competition and also were named “Best of Festival” winners at 
the conference. That designation brought a trophy and $1,000 at a black-tie awards ceremony 
on the last night of the conference. Students Abby Lautt of Hardin, Tyler Claxton of 
Hamilton and Sarah Hubbard of Tulsa, Okla., accepted the award.
UM junior Ryan Coleman of Bozeman received the Harold E. Fellows Scholarship, 
awarded at the conference to a student who shows superior academic performance and 
compelling evidence of high personal integrity and responsibility.
Information about the Broadcast Education Association is online at 
http: //www. beaweb. org.
For information about UM’s Department of Radio-Television, go online to 
http: //www2. umt. edu/rtv.
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